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THE HINDU RELIGION IN THE SHAHNAMA OF
FIRDOUSI

Twice in the Shahnama we find references to Hin-
duism and Hindu beliefs; first in the narration of Alax-
ander’s expedition to the city of the Brahmans, (v.V, p.
1870, Shahnama, Tehran Edition, 1314 A.H) and then
in the story of Khusrow Parviz, who talks of the Hindu
religion. The striking thing in these description is that
what Firdousi has stated about Hinduism, is completely
in accordance with the reality. This shows the precise
nature of the information which he possessed about the
Indian religion.

The two terms - Brahmanism and Hinduism - which
are employed in the Shahnama stand for the same
religion. In the first passage which deels with Alaxan-
der’s expedition, Firdousi has employed the term Brah-
manism and has referred to four characteristics of the
Brahmans, namely (1) Divine worship, (2) wisdom, (3)
non- violence and (4) vegetarianism. All of these are
fundamental to the Hindu religion.

Divine worship and the realization of the Divine
reality are basic to the Hindu faith. We can realize God
through two different ways- by realizing the nature of
Atma or the human soul through internalinsight, and
secondly, by grasping the reality of Brahman externally,
The “One”, “Absolute” Brahman is the supreme “world-
Soul” and forms the inmost essence of everything. He is
the only “Real one”, everything else being “Maya” or
“illusion”, The other most vital thing in Hinduism is
“atma™ or the human soul. “Atma” comes from Brah-
man and is the essence of all living things. The ultimate
goal of man’s soul is union with Brahman through pro-
per descipline. As a single essence of Brahman runs
through all the creation, a Hindu respects all lving
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objects and abstains from killing animals or men,
Firdousi has referred in short, to all these points.

Then, Firdousi refers to the importance of “deeds”
in the Hindue religion, in the Branhman’s answer to
Alaxander’s question. The doctrine of “Karama” is one
of the fundamental doctrines of Hinduism, and tells
that the deeds of one person determines his future life.
It is only through good deeds that man reaches to the
Divine. What plays most important role in a soul’s on-
ward journey are its deeds. This is what Firdousi has
referred to in this passage, as well as in the passage where
Kaisar asks Kharad Barzeen about Hinduism (IX. 2760).

A true Hindu has to do nothing with this temporal
world. This fact is referred in the Shahnama at the place
where Alaxander asks the Brahman to demand someth-
ing (IX. 1873). The same principle is taken in considera-
tion when “ambition” is referred to, as a cardinal sin in
the Shahnama (IX. 1873).

This all shows how Firdousi has succeeded in giving
a correct account of the beliefs of Hindus and exhibits,
his thorough acquaintance with the Hindu religion.
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